
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
MAY 24, 2020 

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN                                                 “God Bless Our Native Land” 
 

God bless our native land; Firm may she ever stand Through storm and night.  
When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do Thou our country save By Thy great might. 
 

So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies; On Him we wait. 
Thou Who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye, 

To Thee aloud we cry: God save the state! 
 

INVOCATION 
 
P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                   
 
P The Lord be with you.      
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray.  O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us 

not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth Whom You promised from the Father; 
for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION               
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.   
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left                
undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 
P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,                

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.                                            

 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                      “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”  
 

Today Your mercy calls us To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, Whatever we have been, 

However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today. 

 

Today Your gate is open, And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 

Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessèd angels gather Around the heav’nly gates. 

No question will be asked us How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home. 

 

 WORD  
 

FIRST READING                                                                                                  Acts 1:12–26 
 

A Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 
a Sabbath day’s journey away.  And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, 
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,                                         
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son 
of James.  All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and His brothers. 

 

 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) 
and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by 
the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.  For he 
was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.”  (Now this man bought a 
field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all 
his bowels gushed out.  And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, as the Field of 
Blood.)  “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp become desolate, and let there 
be no one to dwell in it’; and “‘Let another take his office.’ 

 
 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and 

out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when He was taken up from 
us—one of these men must become with us a witness to His resurrection.”  And they put                  
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias.  And they 
prayed and said, “You, Lord, Who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two You have 
chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to 
his own place.”  And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                                                                      1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 
 

A Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when His glory is revealed.  If you are insulted for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.  Yet if anyone suffers 
as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.  For it is time for 
judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for 
those who do not obey the gospel of God?  And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

 



SERMON                                          "The Man in the Arena"                        Pastor Paul Ernewein 
 

HYMN OF REFLECTION                         “O God of Love, O King of Peace” 
 

O God of love, O King of peace, Make wars throughout the world to cease; 
The rage of nations now restrain: Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

 
Remember, Lord, Thy works of old, The wonders that Thy people told; 

Remember not our sins’ dark stain:  Give peace, O God, give peace again! 
 

Whom shall we trust but Thee, O Lord? Where rest but on Thy faithful Word? 
None ever called on Thee in vain:  Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Guard Your people, O Lord, and grant us unity of faith and singleness of heart as we come to 
You in prayer.  Brief silence 

 

 Lord, You have promised not to abandon Your people but to be with us always.  Grant us grace 
to hear Your Word with faith and receive Your Holy Sacrament with repentant hearts, and to 
keep what we hear and receive upon our lips in holy lives.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, You have delivered the saints from trial and raised up the martyr from the darkness of 
death to everlasting life.  Give us courage, that we may give bold witness to the truth in our own 
day and proclaim Jesus to the ends of the earth.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Lord, You have pledged to us Your Spirit and promised to supply Your Church with pastors who 

will preach and teach Your Word.  Give us ears to hear and hearts to believe Your Word.  Raise 
up those who will serve Your Church in generations to come, that we may never be without the 
aid of those to serve us in Your name.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, You have power over all things and appoint an order on earth for the protection of the 
weak, the punishment of evildoers and the encouragement of virtue.  Bless our president; our 
governor; and all who make, administer and judge our laws.  Give them wisdom for the              
challenges of our times, and preserve them from self-serving concerns.  Give us grace, that we 
may honor the gift of liberty and be good citizens and neighbors to all.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, You have compassion upon all who suffer.  Give grace to the sick, to those with mental  
illness, to the dying in their last hours and to those who grieve.  Hear us especially for 
_____________ and those we name in our hearts before You.  Grant them patience in their                   
afflictions, and deliver them according to Your gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, You are the source of all wisdom and knowledge.  Bless those who teach, those who learn 
and especially those who graduate this year.  Be the hope of those whose plans have been             
disappointed, and grant that all graduates would find good employment.  Guide them in the 
pursuit of Your Word and truth, to live honorable lives in worthy vocations, that in all things You 
may be glorified.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, You have daily and richly supplied us with all things for this body and life.  Give us grateful 
hearts, that we may receive Your gifts with thanksgiving and bring to You our tithes and                
offerings.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 



 Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator 
while doing good. . . . Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the 
proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.  Be  
sober-minded; be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour.  Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are 
being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.  And after you have suffered a 
little while, the God of all grace, Who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself  
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.  To Him be the dominion forever and ever.  Amen. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL READING                                       John 17:1-11                                                      [Please rise.] 
 

P When Jesus had spoken these words, He lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour 
has come; glorify Your Son that the Son may glorify You, since You have given Him authority 
over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom You have given Him.  And this is eternal life, that 
they know You the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom you have sent.  I glorified You on 
earth, having accomplished the work that You gave Me to do.  And now, Father, glorify Me in 
Your own presence with the glory that I had with You before the world existed. 

 

 “I have manifested Your name to the people whom You gave Me out of the world.  Yours they 
were, and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.  Now they know that everything 
that You have given Me is from You.  For I have given them the words that You gave Me, and 
they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from You; and they have 
believed that You sent Me.  I am praying for them.  I am not praying for the world but for those 
whom You have given Me, for they are Yours.  All Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am 
glorified in them.  And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to You.  Holy Father, keep them in Your name, which You have given Me, that they may be one, 
even as We are one.” 

   

P This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.    C   Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH                           THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.   
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of 
the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and was buried; He 
descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; The 
forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                  “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”  
 

Eternal Father, strong to save, Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep Its own appointed limits keep: 

O hear us when we cry to Thee For those in peril on the sea. 
 

O Christ, whose voice the waters heard And hushed their raging at Thy word, 
Who walkedst on the foaming deep And calm amid its rage didst sleep: 

O hear us when we cry to Thee For those in peril on the sea. 
 

Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood Upon the chaos dark and rude, 
And bid its angry tumult cease, And give, for wild confusion, peace: 

O hear us when we cry to Thee For those in peril on the sea. 
 

O Trinity of love and pow’r, Our people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

 



P Lord, we rejoice in the Savior’s promise to guard the people who wear Your name by Baptism 
and faith.  Until we are with You in Your presence forevermore, guard us against the devil who 
prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking those whom he might devour.  Grant us the power to 
resist him and trust in You without fear; through Jesus, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER           
 

C  Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our                 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into                 
temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the              
glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION                                            
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.     
 The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
 Go in peace.       
C Serve the Lord.  Amen! 
 

CLOSING HYMN                   “Savior,  Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”  
 

Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise  
With one accord our parting hymn of praise; 

Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease,  
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy Word of peace. 

 
Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way; 
With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day. 

Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 
That in this house have called upon Thy name. 

 


