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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN                                “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
 

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s King, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                   
 

P The Lord be with you.      
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray.  Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You 

have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us.  Grant that we, who             
celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by 
Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION               
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.   
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left                
undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,                
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.                                            



HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                             "Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”  
 

Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, Heaven forever! Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

 

Refrain:  Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory!  Alleluia 
 

Walking the way, Christ in the center Telling the story to open our eyes; 
Breaking our bread, Giving us glory: Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  Refrain 

 

Jesus the vine, We are the branches; Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
Heaven to earth, Christ to the people, Gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 

 

 WORD  
 

FIRST READING                                                                                                 Acts 10:34-43 
 

P Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable to Him.  As for the word that 
He sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all), you 
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism 
that John proclaimed:  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. 
He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
Him.  And we are witnesses of all that He did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They put Him to death by hanging Him on a tree, but God raised Him on the third day and 
made Him to appear, not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, 
who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead.  And He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that He is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the 
dead.  To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives          
forgiveness of sins through His name.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                                                                                 Colossians  3:1-4 
 

A If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth.  For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ Who is your 
life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL READING                                 Matthew 28:1-10                                                 [Please rise.] 
 

P Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb.  And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  And for fear of him the guards trembled and 
became like dead men.  But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
seek Jesus Who was crucified.  He is not here, for He has risen, as He said.  Come, see the place 
where He lay.  Then go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead, and           
behold, He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him.  See, I have told you.”  So they 
departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell His disciples.  And             
behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!”  And they came up and took hold of His feet and 
worshiped Him.  Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell My brothers to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see Me.” 

  
P This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.    C   Praise to You, O Christ! 



PROFESSION OF FAITH                           THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.   
 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of 

the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and was buried; He 
descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; The 

forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                          “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” 
                   

He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 
He opened death’s prison, the_incarnate, true Word. 

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 
And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong. 

 
The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 

For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 
 

But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 
And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes. 

The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high; 
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 

 
O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 

Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 
For all our transgressions His blood does atone; 
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 

 
Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 

Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain: 

With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign. 
 

SERMON                                           “Because He Lives”                            Pastor Paul Ernewein 
“ 

HYMN                                       “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head. 

 
He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all-glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high. 

 
He lives to bless me with His love; He lives to plead for me above; 
He lives my hungry soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 



 
P Rejoicing in the resurrection of our Lord and sharing in His peace, let us pray to the Lord on              

behalf of ourselves and all people as they have need. 
 

Brief silence 
 
P O risen Savior, set free our tongues to confess Your resurrection before a world still captive to 

sin and death.  Give us courage to go to every place and to speak in every language the                 
salvation won for us upon the cross and the hope granted to us of life that death cannot                
overcome. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P O risen Savior, make us to burn with the fire of Your love, that we may love You above all things 

and love our neighbors as ourselves.  Deliver us from fear and relieve the anxiety of our hearts, 
that we may live out fully the hope planted within us and the new lives we received in the waters 
of our Baptism. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P O risen Savior, anoint the words of those who preach to us Your Gospel, and open our ears to 

hear with faith all that He has done to save us.  Raise up many who will serve You in the various 
callings of Your Church and who will serve us in Your name with Your Word and gifts.  Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 
 
P O risen Savior, hear us on behalf of all national, state and local elected officials.  Guide them               

according to Your Word, that their labors for our nation’s health and welfare may not be in vain, 
nor forgetful of the vulnerable, aging and unemployed.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P O risen Savior, hear us on behalf of those who cry to You in any need, especially the sick, the 

suffering, the disabled, the wounded in spirit, those who suffer mental illness and those in their 
last days on earth [especially _____________].  Give them grace according to their need, and sustain 
them in their afflictions to the day when their sufferings will be exchanged for glory in the life to 
come.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P O risen Savior, accept the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving from our lips and the tithes and 

offerings we bring this day.  Increase in the hearts of Your people delight in Your mercy,                      
gratitude for all Your benefits, and eagerness to support the mission of Your Church in word and 
deed.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P All praise to You, dear Father in heaven, for You have opened up to us the way to eternal life in 

the resurrection of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  We give You thanks for all those who have 
gone before us in the faith and now rest from their labors.  Keep us in that same faith, and               
embolden us by Your resurrection to be fearless in the face of disease, chaos, loneliness and 
every sorrow of this world.  Give us, the solemn expectation to cheer us: our Redeemer lives, and 
we, too, shall be resurrected and glorified to live with Him in His eternal Kingdom; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our resurrected Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER           



 
C  Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our                 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into                 
temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the              
glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION                                            
 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.     
 The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
 Go in peace.       
C Serve the Lord.  Amen! 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                           “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”   
 

I know that my Redeemer lives!  What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, Who once was dead; He lives, my ever living head! 

 
He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with His eye; 

He lives to comfort me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 
 

He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
He lives, all glory to His name!  He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives 


